Turville Park C.C. v. Aston Clinton, 23 April 2006

Innings of Aston Clinton

Drakes…...... B. Hunt...................……….......12

Surgey.....ct. Simon, b…Hancock……............84

Parsonage,J.........Ct.Keehner, b. Girdler.............0

Roberts…… b. Girdler…………........…….....11

Samuels………..ct. Hancock, b. Girdler...........9

Wood... ……. b.Runkel.....................................0
Sharp………….Not Out………………..........23
Parsonage, M.……….ct.Hancock, b. Hunt......13

Hinton..................Not Out................................10
Total………………………….....….............184/7
Bowling, Girdler 26/2, Hunt 48/2, Runkel 32/2
Innings of Turville

Keehner…………..c.Drake, b.Roberts………..9
Hunt………..Not Out…………………………98

Wade……..ct. WK, b. Sharp...............................0

Hancock.............Not Out...................................25
Krishna.........st., b.Roberts…..............................0

Total…………………………………….....188/3
Bowling, Roberts 25/2
Turville won by 7 wickets
Report

In 2006, for the first time, Turville has entered a team in the npower Village Cricket competition. The lure of a final at Lords proved too attractive to resist. Despite a promising start, it is probably best to wait before sending off for Final tickets. 

Schooled in the more traditional formulation of Declaration Cricket, it would be interesting to see how the gentle citizens of Turville responded to the hurly burly of the 40 over limited version of the game. Perhaps not surprisingly, the selected team boasted an Australian, a South African, and an Indian to help out.

Aston Clinton won the toss and decided to bat. As this was their tenth season in the Village Cup, we agreed that this must have been a shrewd tactical choice, based on their long experience. Turns out their star bowler simply hadn’t been able to find our ground.  Some excellent bowling from Paul Girdler (26/2 off his allotted 9 overs) and Neil Runkel (32/2) saw us contain Aston Clinton to 184. On a difficult pitch, with overcast conditions and a heavy outfield, this was nevertheless a respectable total. Lords was still some way off yet.
We needn’t have worried. Thanks to a powerful 98 n.o. from James Hunt, playing shots all round the wicket with timing that belied the fact that this was our first outing for the year, Turville overhauled its target in less than 27 overs. A brutish 28 from Krishna, and an elegant 25 n.o. from Johnny Hancock helped to add to the bewilderment which our visitors must have felt. 
Forget the Ashes. The Village Cup is where to find genuine cricket action.
