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Captain’s Report

Season 2012
Results
This year, Turville has enjoyed an extremely successful summer and recorded 12 wins, just 4 losses and 7 draws out of 23 completed fixtures. 7 games were cancelled due to rain, 1 by the opposition and disappointingly, two by Turville where we were unable to raise a team. Relative to previous years, these results compare extremely favourably (2011: 7 wins, 10 losses and 7 draws. 2010: 11 wins, 8 losses and 6 draws) and are a reflection of the consistently competitive teams which Turville is able to produce.
Tour
Unperturbed by flight delays, airport strikes and fears of being stuck abroad, 15 players plus wives and girlfriends spent an extremely enjoyable weekend in Portugal. In between visiting the cultural highlights of Porto we managed two extremely competitive fixtures, recording victories in both. With fifties for James Hunt and Oli Thornton, wickets shared between 11 bowlers and even a couple run outs, it’s hard to isolate a particular highlight, although James Thornton’s figures of 5-3 are undoubtedly what swung the second match in our favour. 
Players
The Turville playing contingent has remained at a healthy level with 48 Turville players facing at least one ball this summer and 34 bowlers being used. This has included several new faces joining the club who we hope to see for many more seasons. This summer has also seen the “youth policy” begin to reap rewards with youngsters such as Charles Henry, Raif Dickie and Jack Rogers bowling economically and contributing vital runs when called upon. 
Individual Performances
As with last year, an “awards dinner” is being organised to announce the winners of the various cups, however, a pleasing aspect of this season has been the number of players producing either a match winning, or saving, performance. A total of 20 half centuries were scored this summer (up from 15 in 2011) and 30 bowlers took at least one wicket.
Similar to last year, the batting charts again had James Hunt as the leading run scorer, on a total of 566, whilst Jon Hancock led the averages with a total of 381 at more than 60 runs per wicket. Centuries are always enjoyable to watch and a highlight of any season, but Oli Thornton’s 100 against Theberton on a difficult wicket stands out for me as the innings of the summer. Oli showed both poise and patience against the new ball before dispatching it to all parts of the ground en route to a match wining score. 
On the bowling front, a change from recent seasons saw Neil Runkel and James Hunt tied for most wickets on 22 a piece, whilst remarkably one in every four overs bowled by Tom White was a maiden. This statistic is undoubtedly helped by probably the most impressive performances of the summer, where Tom produced figures of 8 overs, 7 maidens and 8 wickets for just 4 runs to leave Ibstone’s batsmen confused, perplexed and somewhat baffled by the intricacies of right-arm-round bowling.
Finally..
I would like to express my gratitude to Tom, Jon and James for their support, advice and assistance as Vice Captains, to Pete for his efforts in organising a successful tour and to Jon and Harriet Hancock for organising such an enjoyable pre-season quiz.

